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Trade Balance on a Customs-Clearance Basis and Total Trade Value:
Trade with the BRIC countries continue to be brisk. Trade with other new
economies was generally favorable as well. Japan'’s trade surplus (on a
Customs-Cleared Basis) decreased for the second consecutive year. -+
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Exports: They reached an all-time high for the fifth consecutive year thanks
to the briskness in that of machinery, equipment and raw materialg «=--------
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Imports: Established a new record for the fourth consecutive year as
prices of oils and natural resources stayed at high levelg -« xeeereeeeeeeenes
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Changes in the Yen/Dollar Exchange Rate and
the Movement of Trade INAEXEs =+
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Yen/Dollar Exchange Rate:
The Yen Rate fluctuated on a depreciation trend in 2006 «««-+-xeeeeeeeee
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Export Index:
Increased for the fifth consecutive year mainly due to quantity factor -
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Import Index:
Increased for the fourth consecutive year driven by price factor -+
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Trade with Asia: Both exports and imports reached all-time highs -=-------- 11
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Other Countries and Regions of Asia (excluding China) «-------xx-eeeee 11
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China:
Both exports and imports increased for the eighth consecutive year-- 13
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Trade with United States: Exports increased for third consecutive year and
imports increased for seCond CONSECULIVE year ««x«wrrwrerrerrreeereeeeeeee 15
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Trade with EU: Both exports and imports grew steadily «=----=-xoeeeeeeeeeeees 17
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Trade with the Middle East:
Imports climbed 40% due to surges in crude Oil prices «««««xxxwsreeereeeeeeees 19
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Trade with Latin America: Both exports and imports rose 30% «««---xxxe 21
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Trade with Russia: Improved for the fourth consecutive year -«-------eeeeee 23
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Trade with Countries with Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) -+ 25
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Foodstuff:
Exports achieved double-digit growth and imports improved slightly -+ 27
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Textile Yarn & Fabrics, and Clothing & Accessories: Imports of Clothing
& Accessories reached an all-time high as in the previous year ««---+---++-+++ 29
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Mineral Fuels: Crude oil prices reached an all-time high «««-seeeerereeeeeeeene 31
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Wood: Imports increased in value for the first time in two years

due to rise in priCeS ............................................................................ 33
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Chemical Products: Both exports and imports surged,

reaching record highs for the fifth consecutive year -««-----roreereeerreeeeeeene 35
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Iron & Steel Products:

Exports climbed, driven by worldwide demand for steel products -+ 37
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Computers & Units and Parts of Computers:

Imports were greater than exports for four years in a row «««««--sxooeeeeeeeeeees 39
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Audio & Visual Apparatus:
Export of Parts of Audio & Visual Apparatus registered a large growth ---- 41
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Semiconductors etc:

Both exports and imports reached all-time highg -+ 43
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Motor Vehicles:

Exports surged to ¥12 trillion; Imports remained unchanged ««---=----------+ 45
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Ships and Aircraft:

Export of Ships rose notably; Import of Aircraft was favorable ===+ 47
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Precision Instruments & Apparatus:
Imports maintained a double-digit growth === 49





